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  PLAYING FIELDS TASK FORCE 
 

MINUTES 
 

April 6, 2012 

 

7:45 am at Warren 

 

Attending: 

 Tom Harrington, Recreation Owen Dugan, Selectmen Mike Pakstis, DPW  

 Mike Quinn, DPW Ed Lasch, Soccer Jay Russell, Softball 

 Bill Darcy, Hockey Steve Burtt, School Com. Cynthia Westerman, Football 

 Jan Kaseta, Recreation 
 

Minutes for February 24, 2012: 

  Motion: To approve, with correction below, by Bill Darcey 

  Seconded: By Ed Lasch 

  Vote:    All in attendance in favor  
 

 Correction to the Minutes of February 24:  the permit for Mass Premier Soccer is 

for Sunday’s only. 
 

High School Stadium Task Force: 

 The next steps include design money and conversations with NRC.  Tom Harrington expressed 

concern that the St. James transaction may take precedence over the HS Stadium. 

 

 Mike Quinn said that he will have some concerns regarding maintenance if this project goes on too 

long. 

 

 Tom asked Owen Dugan and Mike Pakstis where they thought the best source of money would be 

for the design phase. 

 

 Mike P. said the best choice would be from outside the town budget.  Second best would be 

borrowing under the levy limit.  Owen Dugan agreed that outside sources, like Whole Foods, would 

be best.  Mike P. explained that some renovations (but not a complete remodel) are in the Capital 

Plan (5 years out).  This would be for remodeling of the bathrooms and storage, not the stadium. 

 

 Cynthia Westerman asked about naming rights.  Tom H. said that it is possible, but it would require 

a Town Meeting vote. 

 

 Cynthia W. said that the cost for  design plans would be approximately $100,000. 

 

 Cynthia W. expressed concerns that parents have paid into the Sprague project thinking that youth 

sports would use it.  Instead, the HS uses it frequently.  She would like to push this project forward in 

order to get the HS kids back to Hunnewell.  She was thinking that since the new HS came in under 

budget ($14 million), could some of this money be used?  Owen D. will follow through with Hans 

Larsen. 

 

 Tom H. will be attending the NRC meeting on April 30
th

. 
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Sprague Field #5: 
 

 Mike Quinn talked about the batting cage that has been placed there.  He understands that baseball 

also wants electrical service there too.  He has no problem with it as long as it’s done right.  Both he 

and Mike P. warned that this field really isn’t designed for varsity baseball and spectator space is 

limited. 

 

 Mike P. is also going to look at the traffic patterns, parking and lining of spaces at Sprague. 

 

St. James Property: 
 

 The P & S agreement is on the website.  The Arch Diocese has been paying taxes and they are 

anxious to eliminate the tax payments.  The biggest obstacle right now is that people are still in the 

church. 

 

 Since the property is zoned residential, the town had an edge on purchase. 

 

 There will be a special Town Meeting in June to approve the money for the purchase. 

 

Field Applications: 

 None at this time 

 

 Mike Q. requested the list of summer field use. 

 

General Fields Discussion: 

- Ed Lasch said that soccer is trying to organize their fall field use to eliminate use of Schofield 

so that it can rest. 

- Owen Dugan suggested that the youth sports groups look at the maintenance shed at Sprague, 

as control of this will be under the new Facilities Dept., not Schools, and it may allow for 

some use/renovation including perhaps, bathrooms at some point. 

- Soccer still owes Fall field use fees. 

- The Recreation Commission approved an expenditure for the lights at the multipurpose field 

to be converted to a remote system. 

 

Next meeting:  

 Friday, May 11, 2012, 7:45 am @ Warren  

 

   Motion: To adjourn by Steve Burtt 

   Seconded: By Owen Dugan 

   Vote: All in favor  

 

   Meeting ended at 8:45 am 


